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25 YEARS
FSTORIES

utting thidbook togther has been a s@mif  imagined HIV in theivdis\We ofer this book as testignon
ndear, but we £lt a sbing commitment to to the thousands \&estem NewYorkers o hse lied
elling some dhe stories that malp the braely andesowefuly with thishkallenging disease; to the
rich and colorful hisgorof this incedile  hundeds ofstaf at ACS and otherganizations in our
organization. Its emty ive yar jourey community ko hse povided leadershgae, and inspira
indudes thousandsp&ople, ém doctors to drag queenstion in esponse to thigigemic; and to the countleks v
batenders to basrks, anderyone in bewen. unteersho hge sered as bahmembersporked at special
eents, madempous ihancial contidlions, and shopped,
The journey has not been e#dsythe bginningwe vee  visited and suppedt peopleving with HIV/AIDS
mosy helping peoplegmeie to dieWe helped themepr
pae wills and pers ofattoney; w made suthey had The journey has not been eadfpS Community Seaes
thoough and digigfl cae.We helpedamilies plan fuprer was éunded on the principle thet@ne desess access to
als andagheed surivors togther to makabric panels to quality carand accurateoimiationT he pioneers tfis
ke memories\di In time HIV gatments whced and a@ng vee tieless in that quest, and that same mission @
our becusleangd to helping people and theiilies lear  tinues togaAs the agy maes érvad with its plans to
to live in new ays. Bople leaed to understand their-bod expand eéseah, primay cag, adult gahealth, andegwen
ies, and hotheir medicationsrked; he to adjust to &f  tion ppgams, & hopeou’ll continue to pgaer with us.
with sudden oudaks obppotunistic iréctions; andwwo The stories and the peaaésd in this bookeajust a
to live in the shadoof motality We vee a small band of few ofthe may that makus Wat ve ae todg They &
professionals, assisteldumdeds ofolunteersivo vorked  stories otourag and hope; tie gneosity ofthis com
as case mamag educators, anddthes.Togetherwe ce-  munity; and ahe maylives hed and lost to this her
ated a brand neeld ofsuppadiive cag that has become adous disea3dose ofis vino sat on théobr of Bufalo's
modeldr the manament obther diseases. gy community center Zans agneer imagined thae w
would still be hertodg kut the pidemic rag onWith
The journey has not been eblgy.hge aperiencethincial new teatments, bBar detectionog@mment leaderiav
feast anaimine, continyalationing scar esowes, & recognize the needdeater mestment in ending tips e
ting ly on shestring bdgets and theegeosity ofour  demic, and aegter waeness ohov to minimize the
friendsWe hse witnessedejudice and ignorancery spead oHIV — we hge hopel he need is stiliegt, and
beliefand at the same time, the ecofitgpse o neer the vork is &r fom oer, kut the stories with gn ére\er

— Ronaldr. Silerig Pesident &EO

o
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PHOTOSTop: longtime suppoters Steven and Cecile Bikkoff
with former Boad President Jerim Klapper; Lé&f volunteers at
AIDSWalk ‘95; Right: Boderick Cason, one of the agency’s early
volunteers, who bday sewes as Chair of Alianza Latina.

| |
HIV/AIDS
EUGENE ABRAHAMSONELAINE ELLIT- KATE GALLNAN
ROSS HEWITT KIMBERY LOMBARD ANDREW MATLE

KATHY OCZEK RON SIVERIC CHRISOPHER ®ITZ
>> 25 YEARS OF THE AIDS EPIDEMIC

JOHN CABCCI

RICHARD BONVISSODT JOHN CABCCI
JIM COURNEY: DON ZINTECK
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Note: much of this gory was excerpted from Ross
Hewitt's personal account of the agency'sdunding.
1982, at Bellevue Hospital in Nev

I N York City Ross Hewitt treated his first

o

BECAN

Ross continued b givwe presentations about
AIDS and began caringof men with AIDS who
were hospitalized. May of them had réurned
to Buffalo after being diagnosed elsehere, and
their families did na know where b turn. Mary

two AIDS patients-a young g& florist with lie
threatening diarthea and an IV drug user with a
rare parasitic brain inéction. Ross knew that if
AIDS was caused ly a virus spread though sex-
ual and blood contact, as then seemed plausi
ble, it would devastate nat only the ggy commu
nity, but the whole community

When Poss returned to Buffalo in 1983, he
led a workshop about AIDS during Bdlo's Gy
Pride Festival that year, helped by Bufalo Stae
College pofessor Dr James Hgnes. About 25
people atiended the workshop, and Rss invited
those who vere interested to a follow-up med-

patients faced discrimination and a lack of com
passion while the lay dying in hospitals under
the care of farful medical piofessionals. As
Ross saw the human oll AIDS ws taking, it

became clear b him that the BAF vould have

to develop sewices that were caring, sensitie,

and non-discriminabry.

Fortunately, in June of B83, Governor Mario
Cuomo signed legislation warding $5.2 million
to the Stake Depatment of Health br reseach,
care, public education and the creation of the
AIDS Institué. In its July— Agust 1983 issue,
the Fifth Freedom (Bufalo’'s gay newspaper)

ing to strategize about net steps. o weeks
later, 10 people meg at the Ga/Lesbian
Community Cergr on West Delavan Avenue. Among them wre
Kathleen Walter of the Bufalo Hemophilia Socigy, Jeome Feeman
from the \eterans Medical Cengr, Ron Siherio of Planned
Parenthood and Andy Piazza who justamted to wlunteer. Jim
Haynes and his pamer, Don Licht vere there, and bgether the
group creaed the Bufalo AIDS @sk Force (BAF).

The panic leel among the gg and hemophilia communities
began D rise and inbrmation about AIDS was difficult to get. The
BATF’s frst order of business vas to set up a telephone hdline.
\olunteers trained aher wlunteers on what vas known about AIDS
symptoms and hav to prevent the spread of the deadly virus. The
phone rang continuously eery day, and calls vere answered by a
small arny of dedicaed BATF wlunteers.

— Ross Hewitt, MD—

reported on the recommendation of 3
Buffalonians for the AIDS Institu¢'s state advi
sory panel: Dr Ross Hewitt, Dr. James Hgnes and mental health
therapist Tom Hammond.

In November of 1983, the BATF incoporated as a nd-for-prof-
it organization and became eligibleor funding fom the AIDS
Institute. The BAF vas awarded state funding in 1984 and hired its
first staff to coodinate the agency's htine services and communi
ty education eforts, all of which vere staffed by wlunteers.

In 1987, the BA'TF changed its named the Western New York
AIDS Pogram D reflect its sewices thioughout the region. 3 gars
later, in 1990, the name was changed 6 AIDS Community Seices.
The names mg have changed but core commitment of the agency
has na: to be there when no one else will, andbtdo whaever it
takes to help those in need. 25

1983 (National/International)
The National Institugs of
Health (NIH) rejects a mpos

1983 (AIDS Community Seices)
Dr. Ross Hewitt, a resident in

ir. “*ious diseases at Millad

Fillmore . nital, hosts the al for a reseach study b
.rstorgar- _onal meding of determine wheher women
the * _.alo AIDS ask Force get AIDS.

(BATF) on July 4.

Congress passes a bill that
includes the frst funding
specifically targeed for AIDS
research and treatment.

There are three knan cases
of AIDSIn Western New York.

1984

BATF receies its first funding
from the AIDS Institu¢ and
hires its first employee,
Program Coodinator \alerie
Eastman; an AID$iatline is
established.

1984

The virus that causes AIDS
is identified by American and
French scientists and laer
renamed the Human
Immunodeiciency Virus or
HIV.

\olunteer educabrs provide
AIDS inérmation to 100 peo-
ple through community educa
tion programs.

6
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Gériétody
ne ofthe geatest stories to come oaupR5 gar come to usif helpand they neer let us dmn.
O histoy is the stgrof geneosity Westan New ACS has also bels$ed witlegeous ihancial supgor
Yorkers ha gien gneousy of their time, talentdrom the communitffom the hlgnning Westen New
and money to help imprthe es ofthose in our communiYorkers ha& been enthusiastic attendees at our fundre
ty who stugje with AIDSEen in the dest dgs ofthe ewents, fsm the Miss Bafo Boat Ride to rgaventy gars
epidemic, kaen éay ignorance anctjudice e eeywhee, of Causeof Celeration. It continues tpdeith gents sinc
thee vee bree indviduals to ignaed the lrllengs and as Dining Oubf Life, vinidh attracts thousandspatici-
took action, becoming ite folunteers in thiglit aginst pants fsim all ger theagion edcyearWetle also enjed the
AIDS Some had lost friendsuaniff members to the diseasgpparof local philantbpic oganizations duas th@/endt
and contrilded their time asa@ wfgiving bdc Others sim Foundationplin R. OisheibkEndation andrdes Cummings
ply wvanted to maka diieence. Foundation, along with nationghmzations duas the
AIDS Community Seres as dunded Yo \olunteers, Robet Wood dhnson ¢undation, Badveyy Caes/Equity
and wlunteers continue to be thkbbae ofthe agny, Fights AIDS and the MIAIDS Fund.
assisting witkegything fom our holidagift wrapping tals Westen NewYork l@islators and electeficials hae
to making condom ketsT hey amger phones, deli meals also beeregeous in their suppaf ACS Their leadership
to our Gients, wrk at fundraisingeats and help educate #red willingness to feabout the disemgmpact on the com
community aboutvindo stp sad flom HIV and AIDSSince munity hasesulted in mimeeded funding to suppioe
1983, 2,943 peopledalunteerd 139,323 hours to AIDBrogams and s@res outlients and thearhilies g¢end on.
Community Seéces, and those numbess day. We The stor of AIDSCommunity Séces auld not h& been
degpend on our dedicatetlinteers to bettervsghose o possile without the stoof geneosity

1985

Buddy \lunteer Pogram is
established and client intale
procedures are deeloped.

Administrative Assistant;
Education Coadinator, and
Services Coodinator positions
are creaked.

1985

U.S. od and Drug
Administration (FDA) appoves
the first HIV antibody ést.

The frst HIV est sites open in
New York and San Fancisco.

1986

BATF changes named
Western New York AIDS
Program b reflect sewice
area of eight Véstern New
York counties, and maees to
1,000 square foot space in
the Jackson Building

on Delavare Arenue.

Ed Dastein hired as Ercutive
Director.

6

1986
First panel of Names Roject
AIDS Memorial Quilt cread.

Surgeon General issues land
mark report that calls for AIDS
education and condom used

prevent HIV transmission.

Activists in Nev Haven and
Boston begin the frst syringe
exchange pograms.
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As Associatéice Pesidentor Student Adirs at Erie Community Sdces' horbeund lents. Marsha alssuwn
Community Cotle, Dr Marsha Da&son se&es as a mentoteers on theofnt line édr may of the agng's fundraising
and ole modelof may young men ancdmen Wwo hae ewents H working at the annual AID&Elk; sefing as an
faced magndallengs in their its. She came to AlD@nbassadoorfDining Out & Life, and arking ey
Community Sedces in 1997 asodumteer and bdanember Christmas Ewat the agy's gift wrap booth at a local mall.
after losing arhiy member to AID$ 2002, sheaw elect In 2000, Marsha joined the o&AIDS Community
ed baiperson ofhe AIDS Community Bees bodr Sevices' sisterganization, Alianza Latinhpse mission is
Marsha's style is to lepgkample. She has donécputp raisevaaeness about health isavieg Bédlo'dVest Side
speaking about HIV and AlBISduth goups, lruiches and neighborhood. She isenty seving as the videat ofthe
communityrgups, anchaied a National BkaldIV/AIDS  Alianza Latina bdar
Awaeness Daesent at ECC. She hasilitated a suppor  AIDS Community Seres and thesten NewYork
goup or women V\iing with HIY and with her soniddn, community artbessed to veathe compassionate leaderst
wlunteers as a persoradey shopperof one ofAIDS and commitment Bf. Marsha Dhdson. 25

IF1 CAN HELP SOMEONEONG THE WY, THEN MY LIVING WILL NGE IN

VAIN — THIS IS ONE OF MX\DRITE QUCES F®M DR. MARIN IUTHER KING
- MARSHA D. ACKSON, R.D.

1987 1987 1988 1988

Agency creaés a new logo AZT (zideudine), the frst Erie County Medical Cest HIV positie teen, Ran Whie,

and moves to expanded drug for the treatment of becomes vestern region's testifies before President's

offices in the Jackson AIDS, is appoved by the FDA. AIDS Designad Care Cerr. Commission on AIDS.

Building.

AIDS Coalitiond Unleash Benedict House, a residence The frst World AIDS Dw is

The Normal Heat; a play Power (ACT UP)dunded in for people living with AIDS, held December 1st.

about AIDS, is pdbrmed at New York City ty activist Lary opens on Plymouth ¥enue in

Alleyway Theaer and raises Kramer. Buffalo. ACT UP closes den offices of

$5,000 for the agency the FDA  protest delays in
Western New York Interfaith approval of experimental HIV
AIDS Néwork formed. medications.

6
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walkingthe walk talkingthetalk

Most non-pfit agenciesely heaily on wlunteers to cgrout  impotance omaking heajtldecisions in all aspecthedf
their mission andestn limited esoures. AIDS CommunityivesWhether he is addsing electefiaéls, telesion pr-
Sevices is noaption, and has beenddillly fortunate in ducers, or his students, his impact on audievfoasds pr
this e@d. The agny was dunded Yo wlun Jim has wer said no to AIDS Community
teers and @agar hunéds ofdedicated peo Sevices' &quenteguestf assistance with
ple donate thousandsofirs to supgothe community education. dotf hisesponse is
work of AIDS Community Seres. usuayl "whateer it taks, I'll makit vork."
Jim McCahy Jr and hisxéendedaimiy He has appedron numeus radio and téle
exemplify the priceless supihat mags the sion talk skes andven addrssed the City of
work of AIDS Community S&res posh Bufalo's Common Council on thengg
In 1997, Jim's sisteellie lost her foar behalfin 2007, he and his studeets ®@a
fought battle with AIDBhe stdf of AIDS tured in a peerful sgment in theili
Community Seces wrked @sel with Kllie and the Dangious Silenc®/NED's documentarabout HIV in
McCathy fami}. Detemined to honorellie's memprdim Westan Newyork and SouthreOntario
has eunded up the considergsowres ohis friends and Jim's studentsar to him as "MMac.They exe him
famiy edc year at the egy's annual AlIDSalk.Together and, mar impaianty, trust him implicitl Working in an
they hee raised thousandsiofiars dr AIDS Community urban $wol district in a city with onetled highest teen
Sevices in menyoof Kellie. pregnang rates in the nation is not an easyetadiny
Jim's commitment to thenggand to raising communMcCathy Jr's ability to educate and eerpas students to
ty avaeness about HIVeonot stop tieerA high Bool male healthdecisions igteodinay. His contribtions to
health teber Jim is an eloquent andfle#asspeak wio is AIDS Community $eres and to Mésten Newvork com
dedicated to educating people, espeaidl] about themunity at lge hee beenaluale.

1989

Ron Silerio, former Boad
President of BAF, is named
new Executive Direcor.

Adolescent Sewices and
Addictions programs begin.

WNY Health Sysims Agency
publishes repot estimating
that as mary as 6,000 people
are HIV positie in WNY

1989

US Health Rsources and
Serwices Alministration
grants $20 million for HIV
care and treatment, poviding
many states with their frst
involvement in HIV sevices.

CDC issuesifst guidelines br
prevention and treatment of
Pneumocystis carini pneumeo
nia (PCP).

1990
WNMWP becomes AIDS
Community Sevices.

ACS holds ifrst Cause br
Celebration, atended by 400
people and raising $5,000.

AIDS Bmily Sewices is bund-
ed to provide counseling sev-
ices to families affected by
AIDS.

—p—

1990

18-year-old R/an Whie dies.
Later that year Congress pass
es the Conprehensive AIDS
Resources Emergency (CARE)
Act and names it afer him.
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Out of despair comes greatiéesghrase comes to mirehwthe boaland seelitould do athing to makotherskperiences
one thinks oy Feldman.og has sexd on the bahof the less haific than ours. vthe courseraf years with thesag,
Evegreen Association since 199adiimg the last sizays as| hae seemmarkdd things. |ag etremel elieed that gncon
Chair Rersonal tragy first bought @/ to the door oAIDS cens aboutient sefices ee hear and @sponded tofn the
Community Saecesoy's ont bother s diagnosed with H\butset. Nobgdras made taivbr an appointment agfreen
disease in the mic 88hd in 1991hen he as no lomy ale to  Health Seices; people to& 8iccome ineke seen in their homes
cae br himselfty and her husband took him into their homeraseht to the hospital and immedie¢gl.hee vas no aiting
caed br him ayund theladk until he died tmears latdrheir for hours in an eggery bomTranspdation vas not alled to
experience with the heatthegstem during hether's illnessbe a baer "
was so appalling tr@t 4 nurse and atiey enamed it the  Jy has been laampion obne ofthe agng's stingest
"unhealthcamunsystem." tenets:very indvidual, withoutesption, desers to bedated
In the eyryears ahe gidemic, people with HIV and AID&th the utmosespect. She is an inspiration to clinizrar
wee often &ated pogranden shunned bealthcamofes bers, our stabnd most ddll, to ourlients fiing with HIV
sional§-he stigmaas so enoous that AIDS patiengsevie-  Perhaps most imgaoty;, 3y is a aman ointense passkthen
guentf treated as sub-hunggnaalld not acpethis. "After pn - she belies in somethjregen ifthee ae no other beties, she is
brother's deathhen | ws asld to join the bdaof AIDS not afraid to stand opif and speak cottit. dy's vision athat
Community Saces, lealy had to think fhabout tether | AIDS Community Sies can be is onesnfmangifts, bt her

would spendyntime that ay Ultimatsl | decided lowld join passion has helpecerttzdt vision eality 25
1991 1991 1992 1992
Community Bllow W (inten- Professional basletball player Agency staf grows to 29. AIDS becomes the leading
sive case management) - Magic Johnson announces cause of death of American
gram begins. that he is HIV positie. Buffalo Bills player Adam men ages 25 - 4.
Lingner \olunteers in agency’s
Jamesbwn office opens in Funding authorized in B90 teen program and sexes as
Family Sewices building, by Ryan Whie CARE ¢t is dis- Honoraty Chair of Causedr
staffed by a case manager tributed for the first time. Celebration with wig, Marcy.
Agency'’s central ofices move Tom Hammond, leader in the
to larger space at 14 West gay community and longtime
Tupper Stred. agency consultant, dies.

6
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DR. NEAL RZEPK OWSKI

Neal Rzalowski— plysician, Spiritualis
medium, gy man, apener x@raodinaie,
and persorilng with HIVDr. Neal, as he i
knavn to his patients, has spent the pa
years caringrf people viing with HIY
induding himseHlV positie br almost 25
years, Neal has noy belen a doctaitlalso
a tedwer andote model to huedss opeo
ple Wing with HIV

Neal gew up in Chautaugua County
the SoutherTier of Westar NewYork
whee he continues te land ark. er the
past 10aars he has been ysqiuof the
Erie County Medical CentedsalRCar
Progam Wee he has @ided xeqtional
compehengt car. He hasonked Dsel

with dients and stadf AIDS Community

lost his job because &g MIV posie.
When administrators at the hospits w
he warled told him theyould send a letter
to the 4,200 patients he readed without
using his name, Neesponseas, "ifyou
don't use ynameyenone in that ER will
be under suspicion; ameh ¢hough &v
been open aboyt iV status, it will look
like I'm tying to hide sometHir§gjx hun
dred people called himxfmess their sup
pott bebre he stopped couniinge to his
optimistic natey Neal sathis time in his
life as a gift rather than an tehsiad has
since becomeok rmodebf those sig
ding with didasing their HIV status.

Dr. Neal's commitment &ating
the plsical, emotional, and spiritual asper

Sevices' dite indmestan, Newrork and at theeag's HIV  of his patients is upagsed estar NewYork. He is a
primay cae centeEegieen Health S&es. He has alswigr Rajistezd Medium and &% on the Bdaof the Lidale
Assentpin Cassadadie is a modelanfuragyand compassion
In 1991, Nealag therkt plysician in the United Stakes vior peopleving with HIV and AIDS 25

ed HIV car to inmates irearprisons.

1993 1993
Agency establishes ne busk
ness model and creags two

Ewergreen undation and the
AIDS Association.

200 people attend 10th
anniversary reception at
Albright Knox chaired ty Lt.
Gov. Stan lundine. dom.

President Clinbn creates the
White House Ofice of
new affiliate comporations: the National AIDS Blicy.

Four French officials are jailed
for allowing HIV-tairéd blood
into France's blood banks. $55,000.

FDA appoves the male con

1994

Emergency Housing

1994
FDA appoves the first HIV

Assistance Pogram begins. saliva test.

The frst AIDS Vilk, chaired
by Mayor Anthory Masiello
and wife Kate, raises

AIDS becomes the leading
cause of death among all
Americans ages 25-4.

532 people with HIV are

served by ACS. 2.8 have died
since sewices began.

6



anniversary booklet 7.gxd 10/21/2008 1:28 PM Page 11 $

don letta

Don Letta: &st, bogltuilder wlunteergy man, wid traeler and
personving with HIVDon gew up in Sév Ceek and naed with his
famiy to Calidmia at nineeprs ofg. His lee br at began during
childhood. After eang a Mastersgiee in Aekttising Design, he
worked as argphic designén accomplishedisty Don's ark has
beendatued in ehibits on thé/est CoastaRs anddfemaq Sich.

Don knew heas gy from the time heags/ely young Living in
San Fancisco in the 1980's, hethwd most olis friends dieon
AIDS While thex, healunteexd br the Shanti ¢ject as a td."

Don vas diagnosed with HIV in 1989. In 1994 \eel indcto
his dildhood hometm of Siher Ceek, a place he had/alheld dear
to his hearThe mee powed to be justhat the doctor deed and
instead ofleeloping illness, Don's healthowexhr He joined AIDS
Community Saces' &tners Giup and became asnggwlunteer
Since 2001, he haseskas austee on the Bbaf Directors at@S

Don has also used Histar talent to erfiithe hes ofothers, as
well as to help AI®mmunity SecesSouthaerTier Sarices dice.
He has been an gnaé par of mary of the agng's specialants,
induding HIV+ ART = HOPE, anxibit held inainesten taturing
the amork of peopleving with HIV and AIDS 25

1995

Gay & Lesbian Outreach
Program begins; Wices
Magazine, a preention
resource for gay/bisexual
men, is launched.

Former Executive Direcor
Ed Dastein dies.

Ron Silherio joins National
AIDSAdvisory Council.

1995

Olynpic chanpion diver Greg
Louganis discloses he is HIV+
in a televised inerview with
Barbara Wlters.

Era of combination therag
begins when FB appoves
Saauinavir, the first protease
inhibitor to be prescribed 6r
HIV patients.

1996

Agency maes to larger
offices in the Pranoke
Building at 206 South
Elmwood Arenue.

Ewergreen Health Sevices,
the agency's HIV primarcare
center, opens on Neember
13.

6

1996

Reports from the 11th
International Conérence on
AIDS indicat¢ that combina
tion therapy, with the addition
of protease inhibibrs, is help
ing extremely ill AIDS patients
regain their health.

AIDS reseacher Dr David Ho
named Time Magazine's Man
of the Year.
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The mission gIDS Community Sares is to end
the AIDS gidemic and minimize itteas in the
eight counties\dfesten Newvork ty pioviding po-
grams and s@es that encowrageople to &k
responsibilityf their health and qualityifef. ©r
the past 25ewrs, the elgy has mwn to meet the
graving number afew HIV/AIDS cases\ivestan
NewYork— from a stéfof 1 in 1983 to a sfabf
120 in 2008. AIDS Communityvi8es has been
nationayl recognized as ondhef most congdren
sie centers 6flV cae and grention in the coumntr
Our Division of Health and Supportive Serviges
vides mieneeded saes to merthan 1,000 people
living with HIV and thearhilies, ihading case man
agment, mental health & counselitgesehousing
& utility assistance, cahpnge nutritional sgces
and suppbrgroups.The higlyl trained stafof
Evergreen Health Servigeavides primgarcae and
HIV specialty carto mar than 500 peopleirig
with HIV. TheDivision of Prevention EducatioR5
members etig piovides rapid HIV testingyring
exbang, peention counseling and \iehahang
progams along with specializedgms dr teens.
The agngs Divisions of Administration & Finance
ae the b&bone othe Eegreen Associatiorri
ing in suppting ples in thee@as ohumanesouwres,
wlunteer séces, rgnts managent, quality assur
ance, communigjations, housgkng pullications
and infrmation systeniBhe mission oAlianza
Latinais to addrss thepalemic oHIV/AIDS and
other diseases thadlleng urban communities in
Bufalo and Erie CouritheEvergreen Foundatien
committed to ensuring the long $eability oAIDS
Community Séces and its sistegaaizations The staff of the EvgreenAssociation/AIDS Community Seices and
through inn@ative gving pogams and specigings.

o
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ACS staff in 1987

sister ganizationsAlianza Latina and the Evgreen Foundation, summer 2008.

AIDS Community Services Southern Tier Services

206 South Elmwood Arenue
Buffalo, New York 14201
716-847-0212
716-847-0418 (FAX)

111 West Second Streé
Jamesbwn, Nev York 14701
716-664-7855
716-484-2295 (FAX)

Alianza Latina

206 South Elnwood Arenue
Buffalo, New York 14201
716-852-5969

o

AIDS Community Services ~ 2008 Trustees
Marsha D. Jackson, Ph.D, Chair
Broderick Cason, Secrary
Caolyn Coles Berin

Terrell M. Griggs

Eileen P Flahety

Gigi Hezner

Donald R. Lé&a

Mark Nowak

Dr. John Gillespie

Damon L. Huges, MHS

Ronald T Silerio

Evergreen Association and

Evergreen Foundation ~ 2008 Trustees
Joy Feldman, Esg., Co-Chair

James Rlls, Esq., Co-Chair

Marsha D. Jackson, Ph.D., Vice Chair
Kevin O'Leay, Treasurer

Brian L. Kawaler, Ph.D., Secriary
Janice P Barret

Thomas feels, M.D.

Shamon Hanson

Ronald T Silerio
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revisiting the

In 1985, a small group of friends gathered at AIDS
Community Services to make a fabric collage in honor of a
dear friend they had lost to AIDS. While working on it, they
shared stories, and realized that doing so eased their grief
and anger about the premature death of their young friend.
When the panel was finished, the group decided that they
could help other people make fabric memorials for their
loved ones. They approached AIDS Community Services'
Director of Client Services about their idea, and the Mending
of the Hearts Memorial Project was born. Through the years,
agency volunteers and staff have helped many family mem-
bers, friends and colleagues make fabric memorials for their
loved ones who have died from AIDS. It is hard to measure
the healing power of these beautiful creations, but it is obvi-
ous during these modern quilting bees that the process of
story telling and sharing memories is very meaningful to

those involved. Today, nearly 100 fabric panels comprise the ateyn frst came to AIDS Communityi€es at the
Mending of the Hearts Memorial Project. These beautiful tender agofsix, waen she and hamfy members
works of art tell the stories of people who lived and died with gatheed to maka dbric memorialrfher dadom

HIV. The collection of panels has been displayed throughout Waller The beautiful panel thej’ﬂm’d thatyjaecame par
the region and serves as an important educational tool in of the agny's Mending othe Heas Memorial Bject.
raising awareness about the impact of HIV and AIDS in Sixteenegars lateKatein's mom happened to meet a lon
Western New York. The "pockets panel" pictured on the time stdf person &m ACS and askl, "Is that thew

back cover was designed and created by AIDS Community
Services' volunteers who recognized that many people
wanted to express their feelings about HIV and AIDS, and

1997 1997
e§peC|aIIy about pegple they had lost. Since .the f|r§t public s (e i, g e
display of the Mending of the Hearts Memorial Project, the .
. from AIDS-relad conplica-
pockets panel has been present. These are just a few of the ) ) )
) Chautauqua County Health tions fell 13% in the frst six
nearly 350 messages that have been left in the pockets over . . . .
. . Department reveals identity of months of 1996 — the first sig-
the years: Anthony, a life too short. How sad | didn't know | - ) )
. . HIV+ man who had unsa&f sex nificant drop in deaths since
would never see you again. You were beautiful. Granddad, | ) . )

. . with 14 young women in 1981, attributed to protease
miss you. Love always, your granddaughter. To anyone with U o
HIV or AIDS don't lose hope remember that someone loves SEMTESEI. A5 TEEEantsn TSI S e

more than 40 media inguiries. therapy.

you. Be strong in health and heart. It may not be much, but
my heart goes out to everyone with this disease and | hope
a cure will be found in the near future. Pray for a cure.
We never said good-bye, so good-bye until we meet again.

More than 900 people receie
suppottive selvices.

o
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a da ughter's story

e p ast —

whee the AIDS quiltse& My daughter made a panedf got si&," she said, "and aswvtoo qung to understandaty
dad and has been talking alaoting to see ittéy" A éw was happening to him." As a student pursuing her m
weeks lateKatain came to theeags Victorian House,dggree in education, Katelav sees theperience ¢dsing
whee the panebw on displalong with the staxplaining her dad to AIDS as an opputy to tedcothers. "A lot of
its histoy and the symbolismitefdesign. Katelstooddr people snag aen't aae ofHIV, so \wen | tell them about
a long time thatydatugting the colorfualric panel. "It'smy dad, theyal listen. By time | te&icothers about this,
had because | dotrember ntuabout sndad befe he it helps makit a little easier ime."

1998

New York State Health
Department begins HIV ést-
ing at Eergreen Health
Selvices.

Tornado warnings cancel AIDS
Walk.

AIDSCoalition of Chautauga
County dedicags AIDS
Memorial Rark in Jamesbwn.

1998

AfricanAmerican leades
declare AIDS-relad state of
emergency in black communi
ties and launch National
Minority AIDS Initiatie.

US Supreme Codrrules that

people living with HIV are pr
tected under the Americans

with Disabilities At.

1999

ACS co-sponsa national HIV
vaccine trials with ECMC and
begins © enrll gay men in
the study.

Jamesbwn community hosts
first Southern Tier Causeor
Celebration.

6

1999

World Health Organization
announces AIDS has sur

passed tubeculosis as the
most deadly inéctious dis
ease, and is éburth leading
cause of deaths verldwide.

Researchers discover cases of
newly incted people in the
US & Euope with multi-drug-
resistant forms of HIV
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REMEMBERING

MARYANN

During the past 28ars, hunels opeopleving with HIV
hae toubed the \es ofthe stdf of AIDS Community
Sevices. MgannTaverHudson as one afhem. Br most
people, le@ing that theyeaHIV positte is the evst thing
they belie could possithappen to them. yéam, heev-
er, madeving with HIV an oppioinity to taé a new path
and tun her | aound. In a 2003 integw Mayann said:

"When | dund out | s HIV posite, | vanted to die.

I was also an addict, in denial. | had no hope, | hadtnoth
is not easy to guicthe &ct thatqu ae an addict, niuless
ask ér helplt is nedy impossib to do it Wwen gu ealize
you hge AIDSWhen | meed to Bdélo in 1994 Idund
AIDS Community Sares. My case managppted me in
getting lean and helped imel 2 homeof me and ynvwo
sons. She helped esestdish ny life, ny self-esteemy m
self-wrth. She as g lifeline and becameoadgfriend to
me, and ynwhole &mil. Shewen helpedymew husband
find lggal assistance so he could agsuns

Once | gt dean, mcase maeadelped me leabout
this disease and that it didn't mean | had to just Bedo
die. | ealizedirialyy that being HIV pos#i desn't mean |
am a bad person. | did some dumb things, | made son
choices, Ui | am not a bad person. It sedtadl m nyths
about HIV Reople can bealy eil. Cuel about this disease.
| stated wlunteering atCs when | ealized that. law m
calling; it iskat | am meant to. doav wlunteer with tw
groups Wwo help people with HIV and AlB& | wrk po-
fessiongliNow, | am a pud persomhank gu ACS’

By 2003, Mgann had become angeddent and self-
suficient wman. Umfitunatel she lost her battle with AIDS
in 2007, ladéng behind twely poud sons. Mgnn, gu
wee an inspiration to allusf andgu ae geaty misse@5

2000

The number of people sered
by the agency passes ,D00;
agency staf grows t 75.

Ewergreen Bundation pur
chases 1850's house, the
Victorian, at 200 South
Elmwood to ensure agency's
long-erm presence on Laver
West Side.

2000

State Legislature allovs sale
and possession of lgpodermic
needles b slow spread of HIV

State Health Depatment
begins Expanded Syringe
Access Pogram (ESAP).

13th International Conérence
on AIDS is held in Durban,
South Africa.

2001

World Trade Organization
agrees b allow developing
countries o make or import
generic medications in the
case of public health crises.

2001

Nutrition program expands b
include full-time nutritionist,
grocery delivery and daily
lunch program (in collabora
tion with AIDS Alliance).

Agency educabrs provide
presentation and outreach

20 years after the first case

of AIDS diagnosed in the US,
more than 800,000

Americans are living with AIDS
and 479,983 have died.

programs © more than
100,000 people during the
course of the year.

6
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This panel vas made ty Nancy McLoughlin in memgrof her son, Rssell, who died of AIDS onuyust 6, 1989. In her description of his
life, Nancy wote: Russell graduatd from Canisius College in 970 with a BA degree in Sociology andatked with people who wre less
fortunate for whom he had great corpassion or mog of his career He had a great intrest in writing, music, reading, and plants. Hisx@en-
sive library included a large amount of madrial on AIDS. Bssell was a \ery thoughtful and loving human being. He s also a \ery private
person who lept his pain and grief b himself. He will lie in my heart forever. Ater Russell died, Nancy dedicad her lie to helping dher
people living with HIV and AIDS. She has been an aetislunteer with AIDS Community Seices, and an inspirationa other parents whose
sons and daughers have been challenged b this disease.

2002

Agency opens than Sewices
Centr on Bailey Arenue o
serve people living on
Buffalo’s East Side.

Suppottive Sewices are
expanded b include mental
health counseling.

2002

AIDS becomes the leading
cause of death veorldwide
among people ages 5-59;
women account br almost
half of all HIV-positie adults
worldwide.

The UN creads the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis, and Malaria.

2003

Agency opens satllite office
on Porter Arenue in Niagara
Falls with 6 staff.

A new fundraiser Dining Out
for Lie™, is held in Z restau-
rants and raises $22,069.

Restoration of the 1850s
Vicorian House is corpleted.

6

2003

President Bush announces
the President's Emergency
Plan fr AIDS Rilief to fight
HIV oerseas.

South Africa, which has the
highest number of HIV-posi
tive people in the verld,
announces plans ¢ create an
HIV treatment pogram.
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Sally vas infected with HIV though a blood transfusion when she a&s in her lae 70's. Lhaware of her inection, she became seriously ill
and while hospitalized s diagnosed with AIDS. Although Sally accegther diagnosis, herdmily did nd. Her children inbrmed her that
she could never see her grandchildren because thefeared that they might "catch AIDS" &m her. They also bld her that she could neer
return home, and suddenlySally vas homeless. The stdfof AIDS Community Seices helped Sally mee into Benedict House, a residence
for people living with HIV and AIDS. Sadipe died shotly after going there. Although Sally dieddm AIDS relatd illness, mary people who
knew her beliere she died of a boken heart.

2004

Agency receies first federal
funding, a fve-year grant fom
the CDC; education stdf
begins ofering 20 minute HIV
tests and prevention pro-
grams targeing high-risk com
munities.

Alianza Latina isdrmed o
provide health education po-
grams b Buffalo’s West Side.

2004

Two pharmaceutical conpa-
nies announce a collaboration
to combine Sustia, Emtria,
and Viread inb a once-daily

pill.

A ormulation of Vide is the
first generic anti-HIV medica
tion approved for US. sale.

2005

1,492 people receie sewices
from the agency this gar and
staff grows to more than 100.

Congressman Brian Higgins
opens a "Congress onour
Corner" ofice at ACS.

ACS paticipates in Enpire
State AIDS Ride.

6

2005

AZT paént expires and bur
generic \ersions are appoved
for the US. maket.
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Bonnie was a client and wlunteer at ACS. She s in her mid-tven-
ties when she died of AIDS. During heears with the agency she
made friends with mary staff and wlunteers, who made this panel
to honor her memoy. Bonnie bld of a corversation she had with
her mather about all of the changes in Bonnie's & Her mdher
remarked, "Bonnie pu sure have grown with AIDS... oh, | mean age."
Bonnie ansvered, "No maher, you were right the frst time, | have
grown with AIDS." The flger in bloom represents hw Bonnie grev
and blossomed in spi¢ of AIDS. Bonniedok charge of her [&. She
believed in living with AIDS, rtodying of AIDS. Aér her diagnosis,
she resumed her education and learnedot drive, two things she
always wanted to do. She became an acteymember of LS’ speak
er's bureau, and openly shared herxperiences with audiences of
all ages. Bonnie died at home with heamily and fancée present.

2006

Collaborativ program with
International Institute begins
to sene growing refugee and
immigrant population.

ACS staf work with public
television station WNEDa
produce documentay film

and educational guide about
HIV and AIDS epidemic called
Dangenous Silence.

2006

AIDS Association pehases
the Roanoke building and a
nearby apatment building ©
expand agency’s housing
services.

The I7th and final Cause ér
Celebration is held at the
Statler Towers in downtown
Buffalo.

2006

AIDS adwcates score major
victory when Congress reau
thorizes Rian Whie CARE ¢t
with minimal cuts in funding.

CDC recommendsautine HIV
testing in all healthcare sé
tings for people ages B-64.

o

2007

WNED?V aiis Dangepus
Silence in ebruary, agency
and community wlunteers
answer more than 1,600 calls
from people acoss Western
New York and Southern
Ontario during the boadcast.
Buffalo Public Schools decide
Dangepus Silence will be the
district’s official AIDS curricu
lum in grades 7 - 12.
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TOM HAMMOND

LEADER-ACTIVIST-FRIEND

Tom Hammond joined theifjht against AIDS in
Buffalo almost on d& one as a wlunteer for
the Buffalo AIDS @sk Force. As a therapist
and gay community activist, ®m became an
important part of the fabric of the nevly estal
lished agency He conduced staff and wlun-
teer training, and led suppar groups. When
Tom decided b move to Seattle in 1990, it was
a big loss br Buffalo and for AIDS Community
Serices. He packd up his \an and diove
across country to work with the Seattle AIDS
Suppott Group. There, he happily began what
would be the fnal chapters of his shot life. In
1992, Tom died of AIDS in Seattle, sustinded
by his family and friends. He will alays be
remembered br his amazing smile and his
down to earth style. His positie attitude was
contagious and he was a joy to be with. One
thing is cettain, AIDS Community Sefces is a
better place because of him.

2007

103 restaurants patticipate in
Dining Out ér Life which rais
es more than $100,000.

Project Reach, the local
syringe exchange pogram,
moves to AIDSCommunity
Services and becomes parof
the Division of Preention
Education.

2007

A meding hosted by the
Rwandan goernment dravs
more than 1,500 delegates
from around the world to
share lessons in HIV pren-
tion, treatment and care.

-

AIDS COMMUNITY
SERVICES TODAY

120 staff members work at 3 service sies.

More than 1,400 people who are living with HIV
receive health and suppotive sewvices at ACS.

Nearly 5,000 people will be reached tlmugh HIV
testing, prevention and harm reduction pograms.

W e have lost 452 people b AIDSsince we began
in 1983.



The Vicbrian was built in 1854 in the Italianate archi-
tectural style, and is one of the oldest original home
steads remaining in devntown Buffalo. For 50 years,
it served as a boming house in what usedd be a
rather "coloful" neighbohood. It sbod vacant for
eight years before AIDS Community Seices pur
chased it in 2003 and saed it from demolition.
Locatd next door b the agency's central sé in
downtown Buffalo, it was ideal space ér the expan
sion of staff offices and meding rooms. With the
assistance of maly geneous donos and \olunteers,
ACS painstakingly ought the Vicorian back b life.
Throughout the resbration process, mary beautiful
architectural treasures vere discoered —the origk
nal ceramic tile surounding the freplaces; hand
carved marble; and cown molding; but the real gem
of the Vicbrian was soon b be discovered in its back
yard. In the frst two summers after restoration was
completed, staff and wlunteers planted a narow
border gaiden around the side and back lavn. Pieces
of brick, slate and marble, and a cast on fireplace
screen fom the 1850's were sahaged from the build
ing's interior and placed thoughout the gaden. Soon

anniversary booklet 7.qxd 10/21/2008 1:29 PM Page 21 $

the garden at the Vicobrian took on a lie of its own.
Most of the lavn was replaced with epanded peren
nial beds, a pond, and a gaint brick path. Inspired ly
the idea of creating a beautiful respé from the chat
lenges of HIV and AIDS, agency clientglunteers,
and staff joined in planting and énding the gaden.
Each week from spring though fall, colorful bouquets
from the gaden adorn the agency's client aiting
areas. The response has been peerful and inspired
the garden's name, Hope Blooms. Since 2004 the
garden at the Vicbrian has been pat of the Buffalo
Gaden Walk, heighening avareness of LS and its
mission. When the book Gaden Walk Buffalo was
published in 2006, Hope Blooms was recognized as
one of Bufalo's signifcantly beautiful gadens. It has
since receied two beautification grants fom the
Garden Walk Buffalo commitiee and has become an
inspiration © all who care ér it and enjoy its never
ending gits. Beginning in 2008, friends and suppdr
ers of AIDS Community Seices will hare the oppor
tunity to purchase engraed bricks br the Vicbrian
garden pathway. For more inbrmation contact the
Evergreen oundation at (71.6) 847-0212. 25

o
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the journey continues

AIDS Community Seices has come a long ay in 25
years... and has a long ay to go. In Aigust of 2008, the
Centers for Disease Contl announced that HIV irdction
rates in the lhited States were significantly higher than
previously estimagd. In the eight county region of ¥Astern
New York alone, it is estimagd that there are 6,000 people
living with HIV As the desighatd regional AIDS sefice
organization, AIDS Community Sdces must deepen and
strengthen its mission b address this enormous challenge.
With one of the most comprehensiwe centers of HIV pre
vention and care in the nation, the agency is currently
undertaking an expansion of its HIV medical care and
establishing adult dgy health sewices. The agency’s
Prevention Team is implementing cutting edge pograms
that reach communities at highest riskand embaking on
an exciting reseach partnership with the Uhiversity of
Buffalo’s School of Public Health. Tbughout the past 25
years, AIDS Community Serces has led the iight against
AIDS in Wstern New York, and will continue its wrk until
the journey ends. With the help of community pamers,
dedicated wlunteers and suppoters, and visionay lead
ers, AIDS Community Seices will sty true o its slogan:

help for todayhope for tomoaw

PHOTOSTop: Former ACSBoard members Bill Mahr and Suzanne Manson Dwy with Ron Silerio. Middle: Rn with the lae Caole Scavulli, an early leader in
AlDSservices in Bufalo. Batom:Leades of the N5 AIDSnstitute visit AIDSCommunity Sevices’ nev home at the Ranoke in 1996. Pictured let to right are
Barbara Devore, Roberta Sklaios, Humbeto Cruz, DrGus Bikhead and RFon. Back Cweer: fabric panels fom the Mending of the Hears Memorial Poject.

o
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